The Two Sudans: Some Aspects of the South
the clans of all his grandparents are forbidden to him.
Sometimes the clan has associated with it some animal,
the flesh of which may not be eaten ; occasionally, but
rarely in the Sudan, the clansman's soul is believed to
pass into that animal after death.
In many tribes the members will belong to an age grade.
Of these there are typically four, children, youths, warriors,
elders. Initiation is almost universally obligatory before
entry into the warrior grade and takes the form of knock-
ing out some of the lower teeth and of scarification, which,
as amongst the Nuer, may be exceptionally severe. The
elders, rather than the chief, were generally the main
tribal authority; the point has been little studied but it
seems likely that in many tribes not everybody became
an elder but that possession of exceptional wisdom,
character, oratory, or wealth was necessary and that
co-option, formal or tacit, by the body of the elders was
required. In many tribes there are grades and initiation
for women as well as men. Circumcision, whether male
or female, though common in the Bantu group, is excep-
tional in the pagan Sudan.
Many tribes maintain the system of age-classes. This
is a fighting organisation, the classes being formed after
initiation at intervals of about four years, four classes
forming the normal fighting force. In battle the senior
grade might form the centre with the next two on either
wing and the junior grade in support. Each class has its
own name, often its own ornaments and insignia ; there
is a strong bond of loyalty, mutual co-operation and
hospitality between the members of a grade.
Especially now that inter-tribal war is frowned on the
elders may find the young men a turbulent lot, hard to
control. Unlike the youths and the elders they have lost
the ruison d'etre of their status.
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